
 

January 14, 2019 

Dear Bonnie,  

Hi Bonnie! The plane trip was so long, though it was way worth  it. 

Even if the plane rides were crazy, the hold up in London was even crazier. I wish 

you could have come along. We were in Europe at that time, so Africa was 

nowhere near us. What a tiring and frustrating day!   We 

took a felucca ride down the Nile River (egyptian boat, 

canoe) and visited four historical monuments. The two that 

really caught my eye though were the Abu Simbel created by 

king Ramses the second, and Dayr al- Bahri the temple of 

Hatshepsut. She also created that temple of Dayr al- Bahri. 

We also visited the Four Season Hotel in Cairo. It is so busy 

that one person would not be able to find an alley that is not 

being used by others. How exciting! 

 

The first historical monument that caught my attention was the Abu 

Simbel, created by king Ramses the second. Abu Simbel was built out of a 

mountain. When I say built, I mean carved out of the side of a cliff like Mount 

Rushmore. It had giant statues that I could picture, in my imagination, coming 

alive and guarding the entrance to the temple. What is so cool is that years ago, 

Abu Simbel could have been flooded 

because of all the high rains that come 

through Egypt, and because of its ground 

level. It was so low, that a flood could occur 

and more than half the temple would be 

under the water. So people all over came 

and slowly, day by day, took it apart. Brick 

by brick. Then, once they were finished, 

they rebuilt Abu Simbel on the cliff above 

the temple’s flooding spot. Now, it is higher up and still enjoyed by many 

tourists and no one has to set up scuba gear and dive in to visit the famous 

landpoint. Next, Ramses had over 100 wives and over 100 children. Although, 




